U.S. urges China to come clean on Tiananmen anniversary

The United States urges China to make a full public account of those killed, detained or who
went missing during a crackdown on student-led pro-democracy protests in and around
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in 1989, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said.
The Chinese government sent tanks to quell the June 4, 1989 protests and has never
released a death toll. Estimates from human rights groups and witnesses range from several
hundred to several thousand.

Protesters raise placards that read: “Put an end to one-party Dictatorship” and ” Build a
Democratic China” as hundreds march on a in Hong Kong, on Sunday, May 27, 2018, to
mark the 29th anniversary of China’s bloody crackdown in Tiananmen Square on June 4,
1989, ahead of a much larger annual candlelight vigil. | Photo Credit: AP

The Tiananmen crackdown is a taboo subject in China and 29 years later it remains a point
of contention between China and many Western countries.
In a statement on Sunday, the recently appointed Mr. Pompeo said he remembered “the
tragic loss of innocent lives”.
“As Liu Xiaobo wrote in his 2010 Nobel Peace Prize speech, delivered in absentia, ‘the
ghosts of June 4th have not yet been laid to rest’,” Mr. Pompeo said referring to the Chinese
dissident who died last year while still in custody.
“We join others in the international community in urging the Chinese government to make a
full public accounting of those killed, detained or missing,” Mr. Pompeo added.
China’s Foreign Ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment and there
was no mention of the day in state media.
However, Hu Xijin, editor of widely-read Chinese newspaper the Global Times wrote on
Twitter that the 1989 demonstrators would never achieve their aims.
“What wasn’t achieved through a movement that year will be even more impossible to be
realized by holding whiny commemorations today.”

|1

U.S. urges China to come clean on Tiananmen anniversary

Tens of thousands of people are expected to gather later in the day in Hong Kong to mark
the anniversary, the only place in China where such large-scale public commemorations
happen.
On Tiananmen Square, security was tight as is usual for the anniversary, with no signs of
any protests or other memorial events.
Foreigners’ passports were checked by Chinese police at a checkpoint nearly a kilometer
from the square. A Reuters reporter was turned away and told that unapproved “interview
activities” were forbidden in the square on Monday.
In their annual open letter, the Tiananmen Mothers, who represent the families of those
who died, said the government was guilty of serious disrespect by ignoring their requests
for redress.
“Such a powerful proletarian dictatorship apparatus is afraid of us: the old, the sick, and the
weakest and most vulnerable of our society,” they wrote in a letter addressed to Chinese
President Xi Jinping.
In Taiwan, the democratic and self-ruled island China claims as its own, former president
Ma Ying-jeou said in a statement it was important to face up to history to help heal the
families’ wounds.
“Only by doing this can the Chinese communists be seen by the world as a really great
power,” wrote Ma, under whose administration ties with China dramatically improved.
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The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not
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