Indian President reached Mauritius; Addresses students at Mahatma
Gandhi Institute

The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, has reached Mauritius yesterday (March 11,
2018) on the first leg of his State Visit to Mauritius and Madagascar. He was received at the
airport by the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Honourable Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, and his
entire Cabinet and hundreds of dignitaries and local people.
राष्ट्रपति कोविन्द के मॉरीशस यात्रा के आज शुरुआत भईल। पोर्ट लुइस के
एयरपोर्ट पर प्रधानमंत्री प्रविंद कुमार जगन्नाथ अपन कैबिनेट सहयोगी और
महत्वपूर्ण लोगन के साथे राष्ट्रपति जी के भरपूर स्वागत कइलन। कल राष्ट्रपति
मॉरीशस के पचसवां स्वतंत्रता दिवस समारोह के मुख्य अतिथि होईहन।
pic.twitter.com/RbWQfaPMBm
— President of India (@rashtrapatibhvn) March 11, 2018

Translation: President Kovind’s Mauritius visit begins today. At Port Louis
Airport, Prime Minister Pravind Kumar Jagan Nath with his cabinet colleague and
other important people welcomed Indian President. Tomorrow, President Kovind
will participate as the chief guest in the 50th Independence Day celebrations of
Mauritius.
Later President Kovind addressed an impressive gathering of students and young people at
the Mahatma Gandhi Institute at Moka, Mauritius, where he also paid tributes before a
statue of the Mahatma.
Speaking at the Institute, the President said that he was honoured to be in Mauritius for a
milestone moment in its history – the 50th anniversary of independence from colonial rule.
Tomorrow, March 12, marks not just the golden jubilee of the independence of Mauritius
but also the 26th anniversary of this nation has become a republic.
राष्ट्रपति कोविन्द के राजकीय यात्रा पर श्री अश्विनी कुमार चौबे, स्वास्थ्य
और परिवार कल्याण राज्य मंत्री आ चार सांसद – श्री हुकुम देव नारायण यादव
(बिहार); श्रीमती विजिला सत्यानाथ (तमिलनाडु); श्री मनोज तिवारी (दिल्ली); श्री
र राधा कृष्णन (पुडुचेरी) भी साथे बाड़न। pic.twitter.com/wjgnBUA7AD
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— President of India (@rashtrapatibhvn) March 11, 2018

Translation: On a state visit to President Kovind, Shri Ashwini Kumar Chaubey,
Minister of Health and Family Welfare, four MP, Hukum Dev Narayan Yadav
(Bihar); Satyanath District (Tamil Nadu); Manoj Tiwari (Delhi); and Radha
Krishnan (Puducherry) also accompanying the Presidential delegation.
The President said that the first people from India arrived in Mauritius 200 years ago, in the
1820s. In 1834, the first indentured labourers from India reached these shores. From those
early challenges, the Indian community has come a long way. It has contributed, along with
its fellow citizens of diverse backgrounds, to making Mauritius a prosperous country and a
model for this region. As a steadfast friend, India has been proud to support their efforts. He
said that the Indian community in Mauritius comprises those who trace their roots to a
variety of Indian states, from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh to Tamil Nadu to Gujarat to several
others. He urged them to become a living bridge between Mauritius and India, and
Mauritius and individual states of India.
The President said that India’s affection and feeling for Mauritius are symbolic of our shared
aspirations for Africa and for the Indian Ocean Region. Above all else, it is our people who
bring us together. Mauritius is one of the largest participating countries in the Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation programme. Over 300 young people from here
undergo civilian and defence related training in India each year. Under India’s Africa
Scholarships programme – part of the India Africa Forum Summit initiative – each year 97
scholarships are offered to Mauritian students for higher education. Another 200 students
enrol themselves in Indian universities on a self-financing basis. They come to India as
cherished friends. And we send them back as ambassadors of India – and life-long believers
in our partnership.

#PresidentKovind visited Mahatma Gandhi Institute at Moka, Mauritius, and paid
tributes at the statue of the Mahatma; addressed a large gathering of students
and the local community, inspected archival records of Indian migration to
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Mauritius in the 19th century pic.twitter.com/WeC4Vs4s8P
— President of India (@rashtrapatibhvn) March 11, 2018

The President said that the challenge before us is to modernise our society and economy
without succumbing to an extractive and energy-guzzling model. India is making every
effort to meet this challenge – but this challenge is not India’s alone. It is the challenge of
every country and every global citizen. As an island nation, Mauritius is of course extremely
conscious of this challenge.

READ: Operation Khukri: One of the bravest Indian Peacekeeping Missions Abroad

The President said that India sees Mauritius as central to the emerging institutional
architecture of the Indian Ocean Region – and we want to sail together, and sail far, in these
majestic waters. Our aspiration is for Mauritius to rise as a leading economy and a voice for
peace and stability in the entire Indian Ocean Region.
#PresidentKovind attends a banquet hosted in his honour by Prime Minister
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth of Mauritius; says India will walk hand in hand with
Mauritius for the development and prosperity of all sections of society ????
pic.twitter.com/YWgqh37mGd
— President of India (@rashtrapatibhvn) March 11, 2018

The President called on the President of the Republic of Mauritius, Her Excellency Dr
Ameenah Gurib-Fakim at State House, near Port Louis. During the discussion, the President
thanked Government and people of Mauritius for the very heart-warming welcome given to
him. He stated that it feels as if he was in India and among our own people.
The President said that India is committed to its development cooperation partnership with
Mauritius. India looks forward to further strengthening its capacity building and financial
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assistance programme for Mauritius. He stated that we should ensure that the traditional
strength, dynamism and exalted status of our bilateral relations are handed over to our
youth to carry it forward. There is a need to engage the youth more in our bilateral, regional
and diaspora networks.
Later in the evening, the President will attend a banquet hosted in his honour by the Prime
Minister of Mauritius, Honourable Pravind Kumar Jugnauth.

Source: PIB
The kootneeti Team - Africa Desk

Subscribe to the International Relations
Updates by The Kootneeti
* indicates required
Full Name
Email Address *

Subscribe

|4

Indian President reached Mauritius; Addresses students at Mahatma
Gandhi Institute

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Kootneeti Team
Facebook Comments

|5

